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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT   BY HON. TJEKERO TWEYA
 

MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY, 
ON THE   INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION.
                                                            28 SEPTEMBER 2016 
Hon Speaker, Honourable members, thank you for the opportunity to address the august house this afternoon.

Today marks the first celebration of the International Day for Universal Access to Information, which derives from the outcome of the UNESCO resolution (38 C/70) adopted on the 17th of November 2015, declaring 28 September of every year as International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI).
The day  initiated by Angola, Nigeria and Morocco  and  supported   by  many  other  countries , was created to raise  awareness  and  highlight  the  importance of the right of  access to information  throughout the   world. This means   equal   and universal freedom to access information to build an inclusive knowledge society, eradicate poverty and fight decease to mention but a few.
Namibia as part of the global village celebrated the day in the capital this morning at an event that took place at the Namibia University of Science and Technology which I officiated.

Freedom to access information is a right and not a privilege as it is indispensable to the protection, promotion and enhancement of democracy and human rights and   also the basis of sustainable development. The Director General of UNESCO Ms. Irina Bokova in her speech today said “To know requires having access to information- this   fundamental human right is part of what makes us human”.
As a nation we should be proud of this day, as it came at a time when the Government of the Republic of Namibia is in the process of finalizing the much anticipated Access to Information legislation. 

This shows the Government’s commitment to ensuring that our people have access to information in order to make meaningful decisions and choices about their lives and livelihoods. 

The Ministry of Information and Communication Technology which is mandated to ensure access to information by all citizens started with the process of drafting the Access to Information Bill earlier this year, which was presented to stakeholders for input in June this year.
This piece of legislation will soon find its way here in this august House for us parliamentarians to interrogate.
This law will compel both public and private institutions to avail public information to the public in order to enhance service delivery, promote transparency, improve accountability, fight corruption and improve the socio economic well-being of our people.
As we all know, Namibia is one of the top rated countries in the world, being number 17 out of 180 countries in the world and number 1 in Africa in terms of press freedom. This is contained in the 2016 World Press Freedom Index by the Reporters without Borders. We should therefore all be proud of this ranking and ensure that we maintain and even surpass this ranking in the future.

However, we acknowledge the fact that we still have a long way to go in terms of information accessibility as some Namibians still don’t have access to information due to their socio-economic status. Therefore as Government we should ensure that ICT infrastructure development receives priority to allow easy access to information.

Through access to information, countries   can   raise awareness about the Development Agenda to the benefit of the   people. Access to information is also essential in promoting innovations, hence our commitment to ensure that our people especially the youth have access to information that will assist them stimulate their minds in search of scientific solutions to challenges facing us as a nation. 

A few days ago, we witnessed on NBC TV when the National Commission on Research Science and Technology (NCRST) awarded our own crop of innovative young people who have shown their expertise and interests in finding solutions to problems facing us as a nation. 

This testifies that our people are accessing information that helps them in their quest to seek solutions to socio-economic problems. Soon we will experience in this chamber a sign language interpreter to convey all deliberations in the house to other Namibians.

As I have indicated so many times, we should remain cognizant of the fact that our rights to access information come with responsibility, hence we should encourage our citizens to exercise this responsibility in order to protect peace and stability that we enjoy in this country whilst marching together in the spirit of Harambee on our road to prosperity.

As law-makers we should make it a priority to ensure people that we are serving are empowered to partake in the developmental processes of the country. We should make sure that systems are in place that makes it easier for people to access information
Hon Speaker, Honourable members , As we   celebrate   this  day  remember  that fellow citizens at  places   such  as  Schlip, Tsumkwe, Mangetti, Nehale Ya Mpingana, Ondjora, Opuwo, Ohangwena and  many  other places ,don’t have access to information due to their socio-economic status. 
They remain excluded from accessing basic information as their places are regarded as not economical viable thus denying them information that can improve their everyday life. 
The current status of  Mobile , TV  , Radio and Internet coverage  still  leaves   much  to  be  desired :

I. Mobile Coverage 2G ,95%,  3G30% ,4G 15%
II. TV     74,3%
III. Radio 78 %
IV. Internet 13%
To make the universal access   to Information a reality   , I reiterate my   appeal  to the  private sector to  come  on board and join hands  with Government  by  investing  in  infrastructure development  to make the 100% network  coverage a reality. 

This initiative will ensure Universal Access to Information for all Namibians as a basic human right.

I thank you!

