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WINDHOEK DECLARATION INSCRIPTION INTO THE UNESCO
MEMORY OF THE WORLD REGISTER

Windhoek, Namibia, Thursday, 8 May 2025.

The Namibian Government has welcomed the global endorsement of the ideals of the
1991 Windhoek Declaration following its inscription into the UNESCO Memory of the
World Register at the World Press Freedom Day, Bozar—Brussels, Belgium on 7 May
2025.

Shortly after Namibia’s Independence, in 1991 Windhoek became a sanctuary that
hosted the first ever UNESCO Seminar with African newspaper journalists from across
Africa with a focus on the role of a free, independent and pluralistic media amidst
constant pressures and violence faced by African media professionals.

In a speech read on her behalf, Minister of Information and Communication
Technology Emma Theofelus said by inscribing this declaration into the Memory of
the World Register, UNESCO has safeguarded not only a historic document but the
enduring legacy of those who stood for truth at great personal risk for the generation
yet unborn.

“We extend our heartfelt thanks to UNESCO, to Director-General Azoulay, to the
Memory of the World Programme and its International Advisory Committee, and to all
who contributed to the nomination and recognition of this vital piece of global
heritage,” said Theofelus.

She further reaffirmed the country’s commitment to a free and pluralistic media. “We
must equally stress that this principle extends beyond public media. The role, structure,
and influence of private media ownership must also be scrutinized to ensure that
pluralism is not compromised by monopolistic or politically motivated control. A truly
free media landscape must reflect diversity not just in content, but also in ownership
and access,” said Theofelus.

-END-

ISSUED BY:

Mrs. Ngaevarue Katjangua
Public Relations Officer

Ngaevarve.Katiangua@mict.gov.na

My
All official correspondence must be addressed to the Executive Director. /NAMIB'A

MY COUNTRY, MY PRIDE



